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MINUTES of the ARTHURET PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held at the COUNCIL OFFICES, 9 ESK
STREET, LONGTOWN on MONDAY, 1t JUNE 2026 at 7:00PM

PRESENT
Councillors Sir J Graham (Chair), G Routledge (Vice Chair), C Johanssen, E Jeffrey, M Irving, M Gunson, C
Adams, P Milnes and W Errington

ALSO PRESENT - Parish Clerk and RFO

APOLOGIES - Cumberland Councillor T Pickstone and Cllr. R Graham

Minute
Number
26/06/031 Apologies for Absence
To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence

RESOLVED that apologies were received from Cumberland Councillor T Pickstone and
Cllr. R Graham

26/06/032 Declaration of Interest
To receive declarations by elected and co-opted members of interests in respect of items
on this agenda

RESOLVED that a declaration was received from Cllir M Gunson regarding the allotments

26/06/033 Public Participation
To receive representation from members of the public on issues relating to items on this
agenda. Members of the public are permitted to speak for up to 15 minutes and are not
permitted to speak at any other time during the meeting unless invited to do so by the
Chair

RESOLVED that 2 members of the public were present

Member of the public number 1 wanted to ask what was happening about the apple trees
on Dolly’s Brae again

RESOLVED that the member of the public was informed that a quote had been received,
however this was too late for this meeting and will be an item on July’s agenda

26/06/034 Minutes
To authorise the Chair to sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on the

11™" May 2026

RESOLVED that Cllr. C Johanssen would like a word in minute number 26/05/023
changed and that Cllr. Sir J Graham agreed (remove the word their and replace with the)
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26/06/035 Cumberland Councillor Report
To receive a report from Cumberland Councillor T Pickstone (copy herewith)

RESOLVED that the attached report was received and noted

26/06/036 SIDs
To receive a report
RESOLVED that the pole for the SID on Swan Street had been installed and awaiting
device installation
RESOLVED that the remaining SID that is to be sited on Netherby Road, leaving the town,
is on hold until Keiron from Highways is back in the office

26/06/037 To receive a report from representatives on other bodies (if applicable)

Longtown Community Centre Board of Trustees - Cllr Sir JFS Graham
e There are brand new dance classes starting soon and have had a lot of interest

Allotment Committee - Cllrs M Gunson and C Adams
e 5 letters have been sent to tenants regarding tidying up their plots
e Another walk around the site is due to take place on the 11" June
e There is quite a lot of activity with new planting
e There is a committee meeting later this month
e 1 new tenant has been taken on, and another is pending

Village Veg — Cllr E Jeffrey
e Areportforthe Village Veg is attached

Borderlands Project - Cllr M Gunson and Cllr C Johanssen
e There has been no recent communication

26/06/038 Rightto Food
To receive and note a report from Clir E Jeffrey (copy herewith)

RESOLVED that the report was received and noted

26/06/039 Hopesyke Woodland Management Plan
To note the woodland management plan and raise any concerns/queries/feedback for the
closing date of 8" June 2026 (emailed before meeting)

RESOLVED that the concerns raised by Cllrs G Routledge and M Irving be sent by the
Clerk to the agent

26/06/040 Extended Services Meeting - RFO
To receive a report from the RFO regarding the Extended Services Meeting

RESOLVED that Borderlands Phase 1, which is the Community Centre, is to commence
early 2027

RESOLVED that concerns have been raised regarding road closures, school access etc
for the Tour De France

RESOLVED that the schools wish to be involved in the planning arrangements
RESOLVED that the bus shelter has been removed from outside of the school
RESOLVED that funding is available through the National Lottery for Lochinvar field
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RESOLVED that a Farmers Market in Esk Street was mentioned
RESOLVED that the fact that Longtown does not have a car park was mentioned

26/06/041 Painting of Exterior of Council Rooms
To receive a quote for the painting of the Exterior of the Council Rooms

RESOLVED that the quote was received and agreed to

26/06/042 Planning Response - Clerk
To receive an official response from Cumberland Planning Department regarding siting of
benches

RESOLVED that the official response was received and that the original motion to remove
and re site the benches was to stand

RESOLVED that Cllr E Jeffrey would be looking to invoke Section 7 of the Standing Orders

26/06/043 Reports
To receive a report from the Clerk detailing what has been worked on in April 2026 (copy
herewith)

RESOLVED that the report was received and noted
The Vice Chair thanked the Clerk for her efforts in getting the Town Clock repaired

26/06/044 Planning (circulated prior to meeting)
To consider the following planning applications

App Ref: 26/0273
Proposal: Provision Of First Floor Rear Balcony And Entrance Canopies To Front &
Side Elevations
Location: Fauld Cottage, Arthuret Road, Longtown, Carlisle, CA6 5SN
NO OBSERVATIONS

App Ref: 26/0268
Proposal: Erection Of Single Storey Rear Extension To Provide 3no. Bedrooms
Together With Rendering Of Property
Location: Four Gables, 4 Powdrake Crescent, Longtown, Carlisle, CA6 5XD
NO OBSERVATIONS AS LONG AS NEIGHBOURING RESIDENCES ARE CONSULTED

26/06/045 Planning - Notification of Decision
App Ref: 26/0189
Proposal: Erection Of A Detached Outbuilding For Ancillary Residential Use

Location: Croftlands View, Longtown, Carlisle, CA6 5RQ

RESOLVED that the decision of GRANT PERMISSION was noted
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PART B

26/06/046 Application for Councillor
To receive 2 applications and consider acceptance

RESOLVED to accept the 2 applications

RESOLVED to note that the Vice Chair said that he was voting in favour but wished
Councillors to be aware of a confidential matter and for it to be noted and placed on
record for future reference

26/06/047 Update from the Chair
To receive an update on outstanding complaints and the proposed way forward

RESOLVED that an update was received and that the complaints had gone to the
Monitoring Officer

26/06/048 Tenders
To receive and agree on the grass cutting tender forms to be issued for 2027

RESOLVED that the Clerk informed the Council that the only change to this tender is that
all areas of grass cutting had been put on to 1 tender instead of being splitinto 3 to

eliminate the confusion from last year

RESOLVED that this is to be deferred to July’s meeting
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Councillor Tim Pickstone

N N Councillor for Longtown Ward
I\ "N\ Liberal Democrat Group Office
i i Cumbria House
Cumberland 117 Botchergate
Council Carlisle, CA1 1RD
07840844454

Tim.Pickstone@cumberland.gov.uk

Report to Arthuret Parish Council — 1 June 2026

Councillor Tim Pickstone, Cumberland Councillor for Longtown Ward

Hespin Wood

As members will be aware, very significant volumes of waste have been going to landfill at
Hespin Wood in recent months, resulting in substantially increased lorry movements, a foul
smell and a rise in the height of the tip. The tip is owned and operated by a private company,
Seletia [spelling to be confirmed]. Cumberland Council, working alongside the Environment
Agency, has been closely monitoring the situation, placing conditions on the operator and
taking enforcement action around traffic and litter. The site is now not accepting further waste
to landfill while the operator works with the Environment Agency and the Council to address
the issues raised. A new area on the north-east corner of the tip is being prepared to take
further waste within the permitted height of the site.

Borderlands and the Community Centre

The first phase of Borderlands funding — the interior work at the Community Centre — will be
going to the Borderlands Board shortly for approval. Once agreed, plans can be taken to a
final stage and quotes and contractors secured. Work is expected to begin in early 2027. The
second phase (the A7) will require further public consultation before moving forwards, with
engagement planned for later this year.

The Community Centre has also been successful in securing funds for furniture and equipment
to complete the Community Hub café area, which will properly open this summer.

Tour de France

As the Council will know, the men’s Tour de France race will be coming through Longtown on 2
July 2027. Meetings with Council staff continue and | have also met separately with the owner
of Bike Seven, who is understandably very keen to make the most of the event. There is plenty
still to plan, but some things for the Parish Council to consider now:

How Longtown should be decorated, and how to fund this. It has been made clear that
towns should seek their own funding wherever possible, so the Parish Council may wish to
consider a bid to one or both of the local windfarms. One popular approach for the Tour is
for individual businesses and community groups to put up or sponsor their own ‘yellow
bikes’ through the town.

Road closures will be very significant until the race has passed through. The impact on



services such as the primary school, buses to William Howard, care homes and other
essential services will need careful thought.

The welcome signage to Longtown — given the number of visitors and level of media
attention, this might be a good moment to consider whether it needs updating.

Extended Services Group

Longtown’s Extended Services Group continues to work well. The bus shelter outside the
nursery has now been removed — thank you to everyone who worked together to achieve this.
A Longtown Fun Day is planned for Saturday 1 August, with activities at the Graham Arms, the
Community Centre and hopefully the playing field. It is hoped this can grow each year into a
larger summer event for the town. A first business breakfast for local firms was attended by
over 20 businesses.

Planning

| have made a formal request as ward councillor for the proposed new solar farm between
Sandysyke and the River Lynn to be determined by the Planning Committee directly, rather
than as a delegated decision by officers.

| am speaking at the Planning Inspectorate appeal against Cumberland Council’s decision to
refuse planning permission for the incinerator at Rockcliffe.

Highways
Not within Arthuret Parish, but very welcome news that the road up to Springfield off the

Gretna Road is being resurfaced, as the surface has been suffering badly from subsidence on
one side.

Grit Bins

This will be of most relevance to the rural parts of the parish, but residents across Arthuret will
have noticed the replacement of grit piles with grit bins. This is to ensure that grit remains
usable when needed — piles deteriorate over time — and is both more efficient and prevents
leaching into the ground. The bins will be filled by the Council, but also carry a QR code
through which residents can request a top-up if needed. If the Parish Council has any
comments on the location of bins in the parish, please let me know.

Boundary Review

The Local Government Boundary Commission published its final report on new Cumberland
council wards on 5 May 2026. The new boundaries — 55 councillors in 55 wards — will be used
for the first time at the May 2027 local elections. Longtown Ward is unchanged, retaining all
seven parishes: Arthuret, Bewcastle, Kirkandrews on Esk, Nicholforest, Rockcliffe, Solport and



Councillor Tim Pickstone

py_ PN Councillor for Longtown Ward
o Nt N\ Liberal Democrat Group Office
lhad S, Cumbria House
Cumberland 117 Botchergate
Council Carlisle, CA1 1RD
07840844454
Tim.Pickstone@cumberland.gov.uk

Westlinton.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if there are issues | can help with.



Report for Village Veggers

Two signs were provided for £10 from IT signs.
One of these signs was fixed onto the Pergola by two residents who wish to remail anonymous.

We have been received many compliments and both Jackie and myself have asked them to phone or
write into the Parish Council as this needs to be officially noted.

Unfortunately, the frost got two courgettes but we have been given tomatoes so Jackie intends to
plant those.

The Cumberland Building Society has been in touch and we are to be presented with bird feeders
and bird food possibly w/c 25th May. | will update you at the next meeting regarding this donation.



Report on Meeting held on Monday 18th May at the Council
Offices Botchergate.

Val who was chair of the meeting forwarded the slides and meeting notes and this has been
forwarded onto you by the Parish Clerk for your attention.

This meeting was regarding The Right To Food.

This facility should always be at the Community Centre and should provide a variety of foods
available for everyone for £3.50. This facility is a shop it is not a handout and there should be no
stigma or restrictions on who can purchase the goods.

Cumberland Council is dedicated to provide good food for everyone. lan Byrne the MP for Liverpool
is lobbying the government to act on this.

Longtown, in particular, is a deprived area and the Cumberland Council recognise this and we need,
with the help of the Food Officer, to vastly improve the facility at Longtown. It is recognised that we
have a Spar in Longtown and few other choices. Therefore, the Right To Food and a well run Pop Up
Pantry is needed in Longtown.

Val has been trying to communicate with Longtown Memorial Hall Community Centre but unto now
has not been successful. | advised her to contact Tim Pickstone regarding this important and needed
facility.

| intend to continue to represent Arthuret Parish Council on this much needed facility and to
promote and encourage its use for the residents. Hopefully the monies donated for free tea/coffee
biscuits can be used on the Pop up Pantry days to also provide an area for rest, health and wellbeing.



Siting of Benches

I just want to say something before | start with the report.

Last time this issue was raised there were heated discussions — | am not here to cause
trouble, make decisions or to argue, | am here to make sure that you have all the facts
regarding Parish issues and to verify information.

Before last month’s meeting, | contacted the Planning Department regarding the siting
of benches on Parish Land but did not receive a response in time for the meeting.

On the 14" May | received the following responses:

“l am the planning officer responding to your enquiry regarding installing benches on
Parish land, on a boundary with private housing.

I was wondering if you could provide me with more information on the exact parcel of
land where the benches would be going, or if this is not known yet, the rough location of
where they would be? Additionally, could you tell me how many benches the Parish
Council is looking to install?”

My response:

“The land is called Bobbin Mill (see attached screenshot) the plan is for 3 wooden
benches, locations highlighted in yellow. The plan is to have the 2 benches that are in-
front of the flats around 5ft away from the low wall and facing into the gardens. The 3rd
bench will be around 5ft away from a 6ft wall facing into the gardens.”

Planning Department response
“Thank you for sending this information over.

So long as the land is Parish Council owned land, then this would be considered
permitted development and would not require planning permission. If it is not, it would
still be considered permitted development and would not need planning permission,
but permission from the owner would be required.”

My Response
“l can confirm that this is Parish Council Land.

Can | just double check that the distance from the boundary wall of the flats to the
proposed benches is sufficient at around 5-6ft or is there a legal requirement.”

Planning Department Response
“From a planning point of view, there is no legal requirement, and this gap should be
sufficient.”



Clerks Report - May 2026

Correspondence from Parishioners
Numerous emails & phone calls have been dealt with

Dealing with....
e Contracts for the new employees
e Plumbing for hot water in Council Offices
e Decorator for the outside of the Council Offices
e Removal of the moles from The Scaur and Dolly’s Brae - this has been completed
e In conversation with Riverside Housing regarding obtaining a grant for the new footpath & bollards
e Inconversation with Cumberland Council Community Investment regarding obtaining a grant for the
new footpath & bollards
e In contact with the Insurance Company regarding the use of vehicles for the caretakers
e Arranging the installation of SID on Netherby Road with Mark
e Chased T Dickman regarding installation of new waste bins on the football field
e Updated website with the new meeting dates for 2026/2027
e New Electric smart meter due to be installed as current meter has reached its end of life
e New Councillors are being onboarded
e Xmas lunch has been booked
e Looking at getting the gutters cleared before the building is painted
e Repairs to the Parish Clock are in progress
e Participated in ‘10 HR issues councils must address now’ webinar
e New water meter at the Changing Rooms due to be installed 1 June

We now have hot water in the kitchen and toilets in the Council Offices

The following documents have also been circulated: -

CALC - Weekly Bulletin - 29 April 2026

CALC - Practitioners’ Guide 2026/27

NALC - Chief executive's bulletin - 7 May 2026

NALC events

CALC - Local Government Boundary Commission for England - Communications
CALC - Have your say on The Right to Food UK Commission

CALC - REMINDER: CALC/Cumberland Council Highways Event

CALC - CALC Climate/Net Zero Event

CALC - The Big Lunch and The Big Help Out

CALC - Weekly Bulletin - 13 May 2026

CALC - CALC/Cumberland Council Health and Wellbeing Conferences 2026

CALC - LNRS Workbook Launch, 24 March - resources are now on the CALC website
CALC - Save the Date — CLNRS Follow-Up Event

NALC - Chief executive's bulletin - 14 May 2026

CALC - FW: CALC/Cumberland Council Health and Wellbeing Conferences 2026
CALC - FW: Environment Agency flooding survey - please forward to all member councils in your
areas.

CALC - Assets

CALC - FW: Request to complete very short county association snapshot survey - Section 27 Martyn's
Law Guidance - by 17:00 on 29/5 deadline, pse
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Fwd: The Right to Food survey link and QR code and slides

NALC events

CALC - FW: 2026 RPIl One Day Routine Training Course

CALC - NALC'’s strategic review — Project Keystone — and survey launch this week!
CALC - Weekly Bulletin - 20 May 2026

CALC - Important Reminder: Town and Parish Clerks Must Be Employed by the Council
CALC - AGAR Assertion 10 (Digital and Data Compliance)

CALC - CALC News

NALC - Chief executive's bulletin - 21 May 2026

CALC - FW: Highways reporting system - My Account

Cumberland Council - Invitation to attend 2026 Health & Wellbeing Conferences
CALC - NALC FW: Legal bulletin - 26 May 2026

CALC - Project Keystone survey is now live and we need your voice!

CALC - FW: 2026 RPIl One Day Routine Training Course

CALC - Weekly Bulletin - 27 May 2026

CALC - CALC/Cumberland Council Health and Wellbeing Conference - Workington 02 June 2026

Planning Notices —x 2

Grant Permission Planning Application — x1
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