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»F ARTHURET PARISH COUNCIL

Arthuret
Parish Council

MINUTES of the MEETING of the EXTRA ORDINARY MEETING held in the LONGTOWN MEMORIAL
HALL COMMUNITY CENTRE on MONDAY, 21 JULY 2025 at 8PM

PRESENT
Councillor Sir JFS Graham (Chair), Councillor G Routledge (Vice Chair), Councillor M Gunson,
Councillor C Johanssen, Councillor E Jeffrey and Councillor J Copleston

ALSO PRESENT - Parish Clerk and RFO

APOLOGIES
Cumberland Councillor T Pickstone and Councillors M Irving, R Graham and C Adams

Minute
Number
045/25 Apologies for Absence
To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence

RESOLVED that apologies were received from Cumberland Councillor T Pickstone and
Councillors M Irving, R Graham and C Adams

046/25 Declaration of Interest
To receive declarations by elected and co-opted members of interests in respect of items
on this agenda

RESOLVED that no declarations were received

047/25 Public Participation
To receive representation from members of the public on issues relating to items on this
agenda. Members of the public are permitted to speak for up to 15 minutes (this is the
total time for public participation) and are not permitted to speak at any other time during
the meeting unless invited to do so by the Chair

RESOLVED that no members of the public were present
048/25 Financial Matters

048/25.1 Bank Reconciliation to 31t March 2025 (copy herewith)
RESOLVED that the bank reconciliation was received and noted

048/25.2 Internal Auditors Report
The Internal Auditors report which reviewed the Parish Councils finances,
operating controls and working practices was submitted to the meeting
RESOLVED to note the Internal Auditors report and that there are significant
improvements with the financial controls and monitoring
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RESOLVED to note that some areas still need improvement, such as annual
risk assessments, financial control statement, obtain a debit card to reduce
re-imbursements and better allotment processes

048/25.3 External Auditor Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR
2025)
a. To consider the approval of the Annual Governance Statement for year ending
31t March 2025 (copy herewith)
RESOLVED that this was approved

b. To consider the approval of the Statement of Accounts for year ending 31
March 2025 (copy herewith)
RESOLVED that this was approved

c. To authorise the Chair to sign Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Return for year
ending 31*March 2025
RESOLVED to authorise the Chair to sign sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Return
for year ending 31t March 2025

d. To receive notification of Public Rights & Publication of Unaudited Annual
Governance & Accountability Return for accounts year ending 31t March 2025
(copy herewith)

RESOLVED that the notification of Public Rights & Publication of Unaudited
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for accounts year ending 31
March 2025 was received
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ARTHURET PARISH COUNCIL
BANK RECONCILIATIONS AT 31st MARCH 2025

BARCLAYS CURRENT ACCOUNT - 70122297

Balance bif at 1/4/24 -3,353.32
Transfers from 40479306 9?,128.3&\ Transfers to 40479306 99,001.41 \
Income 99,757.93 Expenditure 94,761.58
Balance cff -230.00 \
193,532.99 193,532.99
Bank Reconciliation
Balance per statement @ 31.3.25 1,500.00 \
Less o/s cheques
N Rushworth 705714 1159.63
David Beatty 705715 44599
onecom 705718 101.58 \\
Lanc Shredding 705708 22.80 \
1,730.00
—_— 23000y,
BARCLAYS PREMIUM ACCOUNT - 40479306
Balance bif at 1/4/24 1,185.78
Transfers from 70122267 99,001 .41\ Transfers to 70122297 97,128.38 ’\
Income
Interest Received 523.54 \
Balance cif 3582.35
100.710.73 100,710.73
BARCLAYS GRATUITY ACCOUNT - 90167215
Balance bif at 1/4/24 893 65
Interest Received 13.26 N
Balance cff 906.91
906.91 906.91
Balance B/F 1.4.24 Balance C/F
Account - 70122297 {3,353.32) (230.00)
Account - 40479306 1,185.78 3,582.35
Account - 90167215 89365 906.91
£ 1.273.89 £ 425926

| certify that | have checked the above figures and am satisfied, to the best of my belief and knowledge, that they ac
the Parish Council at the end of the year indicated.

y represent the financial position of



Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25

AetTwwecs PARAS\W Covesc M.

X PS | ” or-Onvrebvrpoi-isNcomeis L Qo Goe

During the financial year ended 31 March 2025, this authority’s internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2024/25 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

Not
Yes No* | covered**

Internal control objective

. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these. \/ .

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved
and VAT appropriately accounted for.

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied. \/

NP

4

<k

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained. /

I. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit /
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

K. If the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2023/24, it met the

exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (If the authority had a limited assurance s
review of its 2023/24 AGAR tick “not covered’)

L. The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of the
internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation. ./

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2024-25 AGAR period, /
were public rights in relation to the 2023-24 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or
authority approved minutes confirming the dates set).

. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2023/24 AGAR /
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes).

4

No [Notapplicable

O. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) — The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit
o2 (o1(2025 JOANNE BATEY

Signature of person who e

carried outthe internal audit O 6% ; Date 02,0’?/20

*If the response is ‘no’ please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control
identified (add separate sheets if needed).

**Note: If the response is 'not covered' please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when itis
next planned:; or, if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).
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ANNUAL INTERNAL AUDIT — Arthuret Parish Council Y/E 31.3.2025

SUBJECT TEST SATISFACTORY? NOTES REPLY
i 1. Has the Council formally adopted
mwm_ﬂmw_qﬂm standing orders and financial L.Gm Minuda 450 and &
regulations? Considar %Sm
g NS Rmnn:n:w
2. Have levels of delegation been 40m -VQ _.‘uﬂ, = @Wﬁw@ a
correctly authorised? Schema. op nfo..b%.go?
Py
3. Have items or services above a Ye For dna 25&0«%& z
deminimis amount been competitively > &&eocwf ah ¢
purchased? Where. quokofion wasS
avallablo ocnline @
o/ €3,000. Nere diw/
quokes sort? Shauld
«hae benad
congidennal dem’,
i 1. Do the minutes record the Council
3m:mmm_wmm_wgm:~ carrying out annual risk assessments? | No Hoslewer, ciske Dwfm&m.f@ﬁ
arrangements avalable onlue..
2. Are financial controls documented 0 Consides EDbh.b,w
and regularly reviewed? Conbol sintemerd




Income
controls

1. Does the precept recorded in the
cash-book agree to the Unitary
Authority’s notification and the public
record of precepted amounts?

2. Was the precept considered,
approved and adopted by the full
authority and not a committee?

2. Are security controls over cash
adequate and effective?

Yes

Yes

Minuda Glot G-t
Precep- AND mtD@oW
gw%sb eed o
ol counad meekng:
necgen@ . NWnukesS
da ot gwe sufplcied
daotal
,RQ?a&o:Qa»Eé..m
wdh Al :
@mnuidee.

Budgetary
Controls

1. Has the Council prepared an annual
budget in support of its plans?

2. |s actual expenditure against the
budget regularly reported to the
Council?

3. Are there any significant variances
from the budget?

See nokes

\es

Yes

For 20242025 tnhe

avalabl b NGS5
siddetically” iconedh
for 2025(206 4 nes)

ha N ¢
ero I @w» o Lvgoed

Counak (QOMS
Gros
00 eXPIOAGRANS

ot




4. Have these been explained?

5. Have reserves (general and
earmarked) been established and

No

See akole.

Alanaugh onsiderd g

reviewed annually as part of the budget No 20252855 , prU IS (eass
process? dervonstyala thak
reseses +
been revleured
o
Ry caused @ 85:52&% ok
m:cu areQ (RSTVES [AS yel (danifed .
Payroll 1. Do salaries paid agree with those
Controls approved by the Council? _Aﬁm
2. Are other payments to the Clerk/RFO rf.\w T @.rﬁn.rp
reasonable and approved by the '
Council? gﬂ%@ﬁ
3. Has PAYE/NIC been properly .Aﬂm.
operated by the Council?
4. Have the correct pension
contributions been applied? NQ Cauncd @ @M&%ﬂb
NQsk pensiannow QreJS
dnreshald. -
Assets 1. Are the Assets/Property Registers up \30 Dakes sug on
Control B ety o FA redistel
aquisidon values




2. Are there appropriate levels of
insurance cover in place for land,
buildings, public, employers liability etc.

3. Are regular checks of assets
undertaken?

Pepoits only ovaldo ol o
Oec 2620+ No Rcod o
ochons tziea on Issues
rodi=sed .

Yes

les

Year End
Procedures

1. Are year-end accounts prepared on
the correct accounting basis?

2. Do accounts agree with the cash
book?

3. Is there an audit trail from underlying
financial records?

Yes

les

Bookkeeping

1. Is the cash book maintained & up to
date?

2. Is the cash book arithmetically
correct?

3. Is the cash book regularly balanced?

Tes

Tes

Yes




4. Are receipts & invoices easily
identified in cash book? Amm
5. Are there vouchers for all ) . NOC Lhcome. receiprs
transactions? rmm ..MM@N\Q...EB Mmode availaidle
©- m?%@.ﬁfﬁtﬁ&. ol s
Snculid e nunwoered
O cones gond oSNk
Pavmen 1. Are payments in the cash book
C <~ m_ ¢ supported by invoices, authorisation an
anyols (person or minutes)?
2. Is s137 expenditure separately Po BQ?.me.v
recorded and within statutory limits? .?m m& »

\N'WG rong Columa W

cannbhaoie. .
3. Does the council comply with its
financial regulations — are procedures in ,FW;ZP%.W Proceses @n be
place for the acquisition of formal g% %Q.C.ﬁ €0 Jodow)
tenders and quotes? s na. i .

consides imgroving -

Website 1.The Council publishes information on .
a free to access website in accordance ,~mm (cuwnod has a newd
with the relevant legislation? websdm - mucn
wn proved. compared (@
preUCUS 0N .
Public Notice | 1. Does a copy of the Public Notice all Munukes TmD_.
clearly identify the statutory 30 working z*wm s

day period for public inspection? OPEJP_ mu_%wn.mm y

teig Mnude nuswbered .




2.Are the relevant dates minuted atthe |\ 5
same time as the AGAR? See Minuta 441-2
3. Is the Notice published on the #w
website?
4, Has the Council complied with the o Scare Cane moved o
publication requirements for the prior N ’ news welbddd MNJOT
Q
year AGAR? 24 <o evidente
entino 1S i avadalié
Risk )
Management 1. Does a scan of the minutes identify Mo
| financial activity?
Arrangements | 2" Unusua
Income 1. Is income properly recorded and No &cmwm.m# _g_s,Q_mif@Q(
Controls | Promptly banked? lo Aldotmert
OCESKS -
1. Is all petty cash spent recorded and Nouug seen FIOM
W_Nﬂw.\m,%rw.mmﬂ supported by invoices/receipts? Na “MHC.‘“@QQ no.,—br.rnﬁmm
WNo are |y teceLploF £50
Eﬁ_ a4y .
2. Is petty cash expenditure reported to
each Council meeting and verified? Jo as abore




1. Is a bank reconciliation carried out

nk ,
Rec n_w._m“um_- ation | egularly on the receipt of statements? ram.w Bé
2. Are there any unexplained balancing NO
entries in any reconciliation?
VAT 1. Are VAT reclaims carried out in a NO Mofe prequeat eclaims
timely manner and in line with current Wicetd fp_ﬁ (40 pr&\_oco .
Procedures | yrc requirements? 1es
Allotments 1. Do appropriate signed tenancy ..
agreements exist? ¢ Ommmraﬁ MEquOsKs dram
RO, 1Oty recewed
Jam AUt
2. Does an appropriate register of Assodedion
tenants (including monitoring debtors) ? i
exist? ’
Teese neod (@ ko
availabla 0 cuncd
Leases Are leases (if applicable) reviewed
NG leases showld

appropriately

reulewed ON G MOrE
regulas basis and
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ADDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS:

Siguiptcart. auprorenods hav lecor mode Wdh Juaraal contvols and ooy coppared o
prévious years AL A RFO.

Counad nood §g%§aa5g% areas Jof .S%«o%%,&.

Soma gQ?HEHw mkﬁ@ﬁwr@u&,@ Dadd naet be vmt,@ mP&, .o@ e Ugsle and B,rguﬁmn&.
Councd Yo Se=t C...ODbOxMD.ﬁOﬁ oNe Conn

Date RINI2S.... Report 5?:/»_ mubug/._;.\ ..................................... Internal auditor
vanmnnfi ................ (signature)

1) | — Replies approved BY.......cwwvammmmissssssossssi: Council member

........................................ (signature)



Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:
» where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed
£6.5 million; or
* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000
or less but that:
* are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
* have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2024/25

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at the
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
» The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor.

» Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
» Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2025.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is
requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2025. Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT:

« the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with

+ a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2025

» an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
» notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

» Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25

Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will
ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor Report
and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on
the authority website/webpage:

Before 1 July 2025 authorities must publish:

« Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements
are as yet unaudited;

« Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024/25, approved and signed, page 4

« Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2024/25, approved and signed, page 5

Not later than 30 September 2025 authorities must publish:
* Notice of conclusion of audit
+ Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

» Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review. It
is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3.

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return constitutes the annual return referred to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.
Throughout, the words ‘external auditor’ have the same meaning as the words ‘local auditor' in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

*for a complete list of bodies that may be smaller authorities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 3 Page 1 of 6
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2024/25

* The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide* which is updated from time to time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.

« Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

* The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

» Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2025.

* The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved on the same day or before the Accounting
Statements (Section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references.

« The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

« The RFO is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the AGAR approval.

* You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

« Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and
Box 8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners’ Guide*.

« Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance.

« If the bank reconciliation is incomplete or variances not fully explained then additional costs may be incurred.

+ Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2024) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2025).

+ The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July.

+ The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2025.

Completion checklist — ‘No' answers mean you may not have met requirements ‘ Yes No

All sections Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?

Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?

Internal Audit Report | Haveall highlighted boxes been completed by the internalauditorand explanations provided?

Section 1 For any statement to which the response is ‘no’, has an explanation been published?

Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before
presentation to the authority for approval?

Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2025 been reconciled to Box 87

Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds — have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a
sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested.

*Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England — a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices,
can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 3 Page 2 of 6
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

= 2T W2 65 PRaalsy Cosr™=ana |

Year ending

Notes and guidance

31 March 31 March
2024 2025
£ £ ords.

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year

forward 22, TO W L\ I?_".}-L\_,) as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies AT TRYE S : >\ | received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

received.

3. (+) Total other receipts : Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

39.\80 PR \\:.s l-\\- the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf

of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
o i B\ | employers NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance paymenits.

5. (-) Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments O - made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

e P AR i AR ‘?(-\ \ book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward (LN [ 2SR | equal (142+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments [\ T2 ) Uy 25" | holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus Resvaran The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
long term investments Yl FSS (VRO , 235X | upofallits fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assets ) 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

S S from third parties (including PWLB).

For Local Councils Only

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustee and
is responsible for managing Trust funds or assels.

The figures in the accounting statements above
exclude any Trust transactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being

presented to the authority for approval

\ - - 25
Date

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 3
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowledge as the members of:

2T Lo Parass Goudanw

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

‘Yes' means that this authority.

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial Rty o prepared its accounting statements in accordance
management during the year, and for the preparation of with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.
the accounting statements. 8 |

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud | for safeguarding the public money and resources in
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
that there are no matters of actual or potential complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its

business or manage its finances.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to

the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the | inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts.
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this considered and documented the financial and other risks it
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those faces and dealt with them properly.

risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
effective system of internal audit of the accounting controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
records and control systems. internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and
in reports from internal and external audit. external audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during the year including events taking place after the year
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on end if relevant.

this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local
trust or trusts.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given:
and recorded as minute reference: Chair
Clerk
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 3 Page 4 of 6
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25

In respect of

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with Intemational
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
+ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25

(Except for the matters reported below)* on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and
no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.
(*delete as appropriate).

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify/do not certify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2025.

*We do not certify completion because:

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature Date

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 3 Page 6 of 6
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ARTHURET PARISH COUNCIL
BANK RECONCILIATIONS AT 31st MARCH 2025

BARCLAYS CURRENT ACCOUNT - 70122297

Balance bif at 1/4/24 -3,353.32
Transfers from 40478306 §7,128.38 Transfers to 40479306 99,001.41
Income 99,757.93 Expanditure 94,761.58
Balance cif -230.00
9 .99 93,532.99
Bank Reconciliation
Balance per statement @ 31.3.25 1,500.00
Less ofs cheques
N Rushworth 705714 1158.63
David Beatty ‘ 705715 44599
onecom 705718 101.58
Lanc Shredding 705708 22.80
1,730.00
— (230000
BARCLAYS PREMIUM ACCOUNT - 40479306
Balance bif at 1/4/24 1,185.78
Transfers from 70122287 99,001.41 Transfers to 70122297 97,128.38
Income
Interest Received 52354
Balanca off 3582.35
10071073 i {14 5D
BARCLAYS GRATUITY ACCOUNT - 90167215
Balance bif at 1/4/24 893,65
Interest Received 1326
Balance cff 906.91
ﬂg@! 906.91
Balance B/F 1.4.24 Balance CIF
Account - 70122297 (3,353.32) (230.00)
Account - 40479206 1,185.78 3,582.35
Account - 90167215 B93.65 906.91
£ 73.89 £ _4.259.26

| certify that | have checked the above figures and am satisfied, to the best of my belief and knowledge, that they accurately represent the financial position of
the Parish Council at the end of the yaar indicated.



ARTHURET PARISH COUNCIL
INCOME 2024/25

Pitch

date description rept no| ref Precept nm...vm%_“”u.c_"_..” t mMﬂ””:ﬁa Im_hmﬂ.h: Other Grants b___..,_.u.“._.“._hsﬁ Utility refund Other _nmmﬂnmuc_._._ L”MM”MMM Vat received Totals
|Budget 75,671.00 5,600.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,240.00 0.00 0.00 1,100.00 80.00 0.00 83,691.00
_Wm_m:nm 0.00 6680.50 2200.00) 0.00 300.00) 100.00 5619.27 610.06 -1100.00 456.80)| 1737.10) 16,603.73
___._noa._m to date 75671.00 12280.50 2200.00) 0.00 300.00 1340.00 5619.27 610.06 0.00 536.80| 1737.10 100,294.73
3.4.24 Aliotment rents DiC 1 230.00 230.00
9.4.24 Grantscape piC 2 5,831.72 5,831.72
19.4.24 Cumberland Council precept piC 3 75,671.00 75,671.00
10.5.24 Incredible Edibles pic 4 300.00 300.00
3.6.24 interest earmed 40479306 p/iC 5 158.97 158.97
3.6.24 interest earned 90167215 D/C 6 3.34 3.34
12.7.24 Cumbria CF D/IC 7 6,448.78 6,448.78
19.7.24 Eon D/C 8 1,261.08 1,261.08
19.7.24 HMRC D/C 9 1,737.10 1,737.10
2.9.24 interest earmed 40479306 D/C 10 202.01 202.01
2.9.24 interest eamed 90167215 DiC 11 3.35 3.35
10.9.24 Grantscape DiC 12 2,200.00 2,200.00
2.12.24 interest eamed 40479306 DiC 13 113.34 113.34
2.12.24 interest eamned 90167215 DiC 14 337 3.37
20.1.25 Zurich Insurance DiC 15 4,358.19 4,358.19
3.3.25 interest earned 40479306 DiC 16 49,22 4922
3.3.25 interest earned 90167215 DiC 17 3.20 3.20
26.3.25 Allotment Rents D/C 18 1,110.00 1,110.00
26.3.25 Longtown P'ship DiC 19 160.06 160.06
26.3.25 Swimming Club DiC 20 450.00 450.00




ARTHURET PARISH COUNCIL

EXPENDITURE 2024/25
ref chg
== 100 |15,706.00 | 1,000.00 | 400.001 25000] 500.00] 510001 000 2000007 ©35.00 ]

= =—w=—=x B %!glﬁﬂégﬁlﬁu%élﬂélﬁa!ﬁ ~3A6101 .

g m..!ﬁ..EuEE_u [re— . 457.70 0.00] 309.50 00| T675.00 10.00 2538.00 1.

.. 424 Community Centre Grant 1 TO5560 =

B.4.24 Allotment Petty Cash 2 T05569 g

H4.24 M Gungon reimbursement a 705571 E
17.4.24 Sensdle I T 4 oo 65.00 13.00 T8.00
4.4.24 Longtown football chub 5 705561 200.00 200.00
8.4.24 D Beattle & 705563 414.00 414.00
84,24 Longtown football club 7 705565 200.00 200.00
84.24 John Smith Electrical 8 705568 111193 22223 133336
234.24 EON 8 DD 1203 12,03
84,24 P Kirkup Cleaner 0 705564 41.68 41.68
8.4.24 K Johnson working from home 11 705562 30.00 a0.00
84.24 K Johnson salary 12 705567 2,133.00 2,133.00
8.4.24 HMRC 13 705566 B17.62 817.62
3524 Longtown football club W 705579 300.00 300.00
13,524 P Kirkup cleaner 1% 705573 41.68 4168
13.5.24 E Mylnek 6 705582 530.00 530.00
17,524 Sensibla (T 7 oD 85.00 13.00 78.00
13.5.24 D Beattie W 705574 414.00 414.00
13.5.24 Clark working from home 19 705577 30.00 30.00
13.5.24 M Gunson reimbursemeant 20 705581 B2 3520
8.4.24 K Johnson salary ref 705568 21 705570 2,089.00 2,089.00
13.5.24 K Johinson salary 22 705576 2,01333 201333
13.5.24 HMRC 2 705575 81762 817.62
13.5.24 Water Plus 24 705580 328.44 328.44
20,524 Sensible |T 26 oo 65.00 13.00 T8.00
3.6.24 Clerk working from home 27 705586 24.00 24.00
A.6.24 Clerk leaving salary 28 705587 2.010.33 2.010.33
5624 Nest Pension 20 oo 50530 505.30
6624 G Brough 30 705578 50.00 10.00 60.00
10.6.24 E Myinak 3 705591 420.00 420,00
1624 D Beattie 32 TO5563 414.00 414.00
36.24 P Kirkup cleanes k7] 705580 4168 41.88
17.6.24 Sensible IT s oo 65.00 13.00 78.00
24624 CALC 3/ 705588 457,70 457.70
24.6.24 Zurich Insurance a 705502 343268 343268
24.6.24 Glasdon 38 705593 1456.23 20124 174747
24.6.24 Joanne Batey » TO5584 175.00 175.00
24.6.24 HOME PC a0 705585 448.00 445.00
24.6.24 RFO Salary 41 TOS596  1,327.10 1,327,110
24.6.24 Clerk Salary 42 705587 1,199.47 1,199.47
24.6.24 own Community Centre 43 705598 A64.25 484.25
1724 HMRC i 7O5672 73840 738,40
1.7.24 D Beatlie 45 705599 414.00 414.00
1.7.24 K Johnson undemaid 46 705600 1,280.07 1,280.07
1.7.24 Longiown Community Cendre 47 TOS607 142,50 142.50
1.7.24 Arthuret PCC Grass cutting 48 TOS602 3,000.00 3,000.00
1.724 NSAGG Lid 48 TO5603 261,00 261,00
11.7.24 HMRC chq replace 705589 50 705605 143287 1432.97
11.7.24 Cumberland council inspections 51 TO5606 ZBATS 56.95 341.70
11.7.24 Water phus council office 52 705607 555,91 565.81
15.7.24 P Kirkup replace 705560 53 TO5608 4168 4168
16.7.24 Nest Pension 4 oD 20606 206.06
18.7.24  Sensible IT 55 oo 85 13 T8.00
Z37.24 K Johnson Gratuty 56 oo TaT5 7.675.00
25.7.24 Carlisle Business Supplies 57 705609 168.36 2.m 191.97
26.7.24 Longlowm Community Centre 58 705610 65.00 65,00
25.7.24 Emylnek 58 705611 430.00 430.00
25.7.24 Cochwanes Nurseries 60 705612 1.549.81 20545 184478
25.7.24 D Bealtie supplies 61 705613 102.81 102.81
25.7.24 Zurich Municipal 82 705614 217.86 217.86
25.7.24 D Beattie Wane 63 705615 414.00 414.00
25.7.24 Clerk Salary 4 705616 1,089.44 1,088.44
25.7.24 RFO Salary 65 705617 1,080.64 1,080.64
25.7.24 Lonatown Flower Show B6 705618 60,00 B0.00
25724 T Robinson postage 67 705619 10.80 10.80
B.4.24 K Johnson Back pay 23/24 i) 705537  1.925.00 1,825.00
24.5.24 Murray's Printers Wiolf B9 705130 -an.a2 -38.82
24.5.24 Longtown Community Centra W 70 705552 -246.50 246,50
24.5.24 K Johnson Wiolf 7 705558 -2,133.00 2,133.00
P Kirkup — wioff T2 T05573 4168 -41.68
24,5.24 N Moscrop 705547 -150.00 150,00
5824 Mr Seker T4 705621 750,00 750.00
208.24 Sensible IT 75 DD 65.00 13.00 78.00
21.8.24 Murays Printers 76 705622 38,82 38.82
21.8.24 Paul Clulow 7 T05623 160,00 160.00
21.8.24 Glasdon 78 705624 858 51 17170 1,030.21
21.8.24 Carlisle Business Supplies 78 705625 115,49 .10 138,59
21.8.24 D Beattie 80 TO5626 474,00 414.00
20,8.24 Clerk Satary 81 705627 1041.04 1,041.04
28.8.24 RFO Salary B2 TO5628 1,042.44 104244
27.8.24 E Myinek & 705629 300.00 300.00
278,24 Community Centra B 705630 26,00 26.00
27.8.24 K Murchinsn 8 705631 122182 218 144000
27.6.24 Waterpius 8 705632 5.67 567
3924 K Johnson reimbursement & 705633 1,358.02 1,359.02
3.8.24 Local Authority Website B8 705634 320,00 64.00 384,00
27.8.24 Clerk Salary 89 705635  1041.04 1,041.04
27.9.24 RFO Salary/cancelied 20 TOS636  1,042.44 1,042.44
27.8.24 D Beattie @ 705637 414.00 414.00



ARTHURET PARISH COUNCIL

EXPENDITURE 2024/25
date description
_un ance
I |Expenditure to date
_m 9, &.. E Myinek -] £
27,9.24 Glasdon UK b a3 705639
210,24 M Gunaon Patty Cash 94 T05640
2.10.24 N Rushworth reimbursement o5 705641
10.10.24 OneCom ar 05644
14.10.24 K Murchinson o8 705645
16,10.24 Eon Next 4 DD
21.10.24 Clerk Salary 100 TOS646  1,041.04
21.10.24 RFO Salary 10 TOSE47 104244
21,10.24 D Beattia 102 705648
21.10.24 WaterPlus Esk Street 103 705648
21.10,24 WaterPlus Bungalow 104 705650
21.10.24 lan Paarson 105 TO5651
28.10.24 N Rushworth reimbursement 106 705652
28.10.24 Carlisle business Supplies 107 705653
28.10.24 Moore External Audit 108 705654
28.10.24 CALC Training 108 705655
28,10.24 E Jefirey Travel Expenses 10 05658
28.10.24 D Beattie Suppliss 111 705857
B:11.24 Eon Next 112 DD
221124 ICO 13 oD
12.11.24 P Kirkup Wages 14 05659
2511.24 Longtown Community Cerstre 15 70880
2511.24 D Bealtie 116 705881
25.11.24 T Dickman n"r 705662
25,11.24 CALC Training 118 705663
25.11.24 Longtown PTA 118 705664
25,11.24 WaterPius Bungalow 120 TO5665
25.11.24 Carlisle Busingss Supplies 121 05666
251124 M Gunmon smas party 122 FO5667
25.11.24 K Johnson back pay reward 123 705668 148.04
25.11.24 RFO Salary 124 705669 1,327.60
25.11.24 Clerk Salary 125 705670 1,391.67
2r.11.24 OnaCom 126 705671
2.12.24 C Johansson 127 TOS672
8.12.24 Carlisle Businesa Suppiies 128 705673
9.12.24 CALC Traming 129 705874
8.12.24 Glasdon 130 705675
812,24 G Routledge band & float 13 05676
10.12.24 N Rushworth - Tablecioths 132 705677
12.12.24 Esk Laundry 133 705678
71224 K Murchinson 134 705681
19,12.24 RFO Wages 135 7056882 112588
18.12.24 Clerk Wages 136 705683  1,147.68
109.12.24 D Baaltie 137 705684
19.12.24 A Varcos 138 705885
18.12.24 S Rushworth Install lifsbouys 138 TO5686
13.1.25 OneCom 140 7056887
17.1.25 Eon 1 Do
21,1.25 Eon 142 DD
27.1.25 RFO Wages 143 705638 1,128.08
27.1.25 Clerk Wages 144 705689 1,147.68
27.1.25 D Beattie 145 705680
3.2.25 Murrays Printers 146 705651
2225 N Moscron 147 705692
3225 The Poppy Appeal 148 705683
32.25 Sycamore Tree 149 705694
3225 HMRC 150 705685 B8.RA
3.2.25 Community Centre 151 705898
3.2.25 N Rushworth Onecom 152 TO5B87
3.2.25 Whitesykes Garden Clir 153 705698
24,235 RFO Wanes 154 705689 1,126.08
24.2.25 Clerk Wages 155 705700 1,147.68
24.2.25 D Bealtie 156 705701
24.2.25 E Myinoeck 157 705702
25.2.25 S Nichalson 158 705703
25225 ¥ Murchinson 158 To5704
25224 Cumberand council inspections 160 705705
25.2.25 John Smith Electrical 161 705707
25.2.25 Lancashire Shredding 162 To5708
8325 OneCom 163 TO5708
6.3.25 lan Parson 164 05710
17.3.25 Paul Chiow 185 705711

129.37

26690
BELTT

196,94

160, 16

4384

110680

187,66
283.73

16.20

70.28
18.90

12465

249.30

124.65

850.00

485.00

135

270.00

52.80

B23.33

160.00

126.34

127.00

2,890.00

414.00

51.00

414,00
354.00

1.640.00

414.00

414.00

414.00
500.00
2,530.00

292.50

A78.00
250.00

145.00
3870

4200

42000

35.00

141.00
150.00

1126.00

173.74

o748
578.00

24.83

2215

16.00
22520

16.93




Explanation of variances 2024/25 — pro forma

Name of smaller authority:

Insert figures from Section 2 of the AGAR in all Blue highlighted boxes

Now, please provide full explanations, including numerical values, for the following that will be flagged in the green boxes
where relevant:

< variances of more than 15% between totals for individual boxes (except variances of less than £500);

« variances of more than £100,000 must be explained even where this constitutes less than 15%;

Please ensure variance explanations are quantified to reduce the variance excluding stated items below the 15%/ £500 / £100,000 threshold

Note: If an explanation is required for the variance of Box 4 and the explanation refers to a |

2025 2024 Variance Variance Explanation Required? change in hours or a change in pay rates, please could you note the previous hours/rates and

£ £ £ % Is>15% Is >£100,000

1 Balances Brought Forward - -
2 Precept or Rates and Levies - - 4,283 6.00% NO NO

3 Total Other Receipts
-10,556 30.01% YES NO

4 Staff Costs - - 7,527 20.16% YES NO
5 Loan Interest/Capital Repayment - - 0 0.00% NO NO

6 All Other Payments
-42,611 46.06% YES NO

7 Balances Carried Forward
8 Total Cash and Short Term Investments - - 5533  -434.30% NO NO
9 Total Fixed Assets plus Other Long Term Investments and Assets - - 1,520 1.15% NO NO
10 Total Borrowings - - 0 0.00% NO NO

Utility refund received in 23/24 of £12,301.42, this year refund was £1,261.08; VAT claim in
23/24 of £4,793.18, this year claim received of £1,737.10; this year insurance claim received of
£4,388.19. Community pot & grants received in 23/24 total 16,283.54, this year totalled
£14,780.05

Previous clerk left 31/5/2024, gratuity of £7,675 paid to clerk on leaving through NEST |

In 2023/24 there was increased expenditure due to £17,593.00 paid to E-on for electric costs,
hence refund above and additional use of electric heating due to boiler not working; £10,800.00
for the purchase of 2 speed indication devices; £10,621.00 for building work carried out to the
office following water damage; £2,756.00 for work to damaged railings and £1,155.00 paid to
Longtown Community Centre for the food bank.

5,533  -434.30% NO NO




Smaller authority name: ARTHURET PAR'SH COUNC'L

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &
ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)

NOTICE

1. Date of announcement Monday 21 July 2025

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) needs to be
reviewed by an external auditor appointed by Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited
AGAR has been published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor, it is subject
to change as a result of that review.

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounting records for the financial
year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents
relating to those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested. For the year ended
31 March 2025, these documents will be available on reasonable notice by application to:

TINA ROBINSON — RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER (RFQ)
9 ESK STREET, LONGTOWN CAB 5PU
E: rfo@arthuretpariscouncil.gov.uk T: 01228 701739

commencing on Tuesday 22 July 2025
and ending on Tuesday 2 September 2025

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

e The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and

¢ Theright to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the appointed auditor could either
make a public interest report or apply to the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written
notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose between the above
dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the provisions of the
Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s Code of

Audit Practice 2015. The appointed auditor is:
MOORE

Moore (Ref AP/HD)
Rutland House
Minerva Business Park
Lynch Wood
Peterborough

PE2 6PZ

5. This announcement is made by Tina Robinson - RFO




LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities.

The basic position

By law, any interested person has the right to inspect the accounting records of smaller authorities. If
you are a local government elector or registered to vote in the local councils’ elections, then you are
able to ask questions about the accounts and object to them.

The right to inspect the accounting records

When your council has finalised its accounts for the previous financial year, they must advertise that
they are available for people to inspect. You must then provide the council with reasonable notice of
your intentions. Following this, by arrangement you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make
copies of the accounting records and supporting documents. You may be required to pay a copying
charge.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

If you have any questions regarding the accounting records, you should first ask your smaller authority.
This must be done during the 30-day period for the exercise of public rights. You may also ask the
appointed auditor questions about an item in the accounting records. However, the auditor can only
answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why’ questions so is limited with their response. To avoid any confusion,
it is advised that you put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections

Should you view something as unlawful or believe there are matters of wider concern in the accounts,
you may wish to object. If you are a local government elector, you have the right to ask the external
auditor to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item is contrary to the law and should be reported
as a matter of public interest. This must be done by telling the appointed auditor which specific item in
the accounts you object to and why you believe it to be unlawful or think a public interest report should
be made about it. You must provide clear evidence to support your objection, and this should be done
in writing and the copied to the council.

You should not use the ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. Complaints of this nature should be taken to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law
Centre or to your solicitor.

A final word

Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions and objections. In
deciding whether to take your objection forward, the auditor must consider the cost that will be involved.
They will only continue with the objection if it is in the public interest to do so. If you appeal to the courts
against an auditor’'s decision, you may have to pay for the action yourself.



