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ARTHURET PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES of the Extra Ordinary Meeting held in the COMMUNITY CENTRE, LONGTOWN on 24th June 2024 

 
PRESENT 
Councillor Sir JFS Graham (Chair), Councillor G Routledge (Vice Chair), Councillor M Gunson, Councillor C Adams, 
Councillor M Irving, Councillor C Johanssen 
 
Parish Clerk and Parish RFO and 2 members of the public 
 
ABSENT 
Councillor R Graham and Councillor L Mason 
 
APOLOGIES 
Apology and reason for absence received from Cumberland Councillor T Pickstone 
 
 
 

Minute 
Number 

 

484 Declaration Of Interest 
None 
 

485 Public Participation 
2 Members of the public in attendance were observing only 
 

486 Policy Adoption and Review 
A member of the public that was in attendance was the Clerk to a neighbouring parish. The Clerk guided 
the council through the regulations to be agreed 

 
Financial Regulations 

To receive the Financial Regulations for review 
 
RESOLVED that the Clerk will update the Financial Regulations with the agreed changes and issue on 
the website 

 

487 Insurance Documents 
To receive the insurance documents for review by the Council 
 
The RFO mentioned that the amount of cover on the policy is not enough and that this was also 
mentioned in the internal audit 
 
RFO was asked to ascertain the increase in premium for the increase in the cover for the building 
  

488 Asset Register 
It was noted that the asset register is out of date 

RESOLVED that the Clerk will meet with Cllrs Gunson, Johansen and Adams to go through the asset 
list and update 

 

489 Financial Matters 
489.1 Bank reconciliation 

 There was submitted a report by the RFO on the reconciliation of the Councils financial records
 with its bank account statements 
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 RESOLVED to receive and note the bank reconciliation and balances to 24th May 2024 of
 £82,958.50 for the Premium bank account and £893.65 for the Gratuity account 

 
489.2 Financial transactions 
 There was submitted a report by the RFO detailing the expenditure incurred and the income
 received from 1st April to 24th May 2024 (attached) 
 
 489.2.1 RESOLVED to note the expenditure of £12,508.80 
 
 489.2.2 RESOLVED to note the undernoted income of £82,032.72 
 
489.3 Expenditure to Approve 
 There was submitted a report by the RFO the expenditure to approve (attached) 
 
 RESOLVED to approve the total expenditure of £8,851.86 
 

490 Internal Audit Report 
The internal auditors report which reviewed the Parish Councils finances, operating controls and working 
practices was submitted to the meeting 
 
RESOLVED to note the internal auditors report and rectify the total lack of operating controls and working 
practices 
 
RESOLVED that the Council will rectify the lack of staffing contracts for the PC, RFO and cleaner 
 
RESOLVED that the Clerk and RFO will update the operating controls and working practices and submit 
to Council for approval 
 

491 AGAR & Notice of Public Rights 2023/2024 
There was submitted the Annual Governance Statement, the Statement of Accounts for the annual 
return for Y/E 31st March 2024 
RESOLVED that the Annual Governance Statement was not approved due to the proper controls and 
processes not being in place 
 
RESOLVED that the Clerk is working through the internal audit report to rectify all of the points raised 
by the internal auditor as being non-existent, this includes updating the Financial Regulations, Asset 
List, Risk Assessments and updating the Councils procedures for publication on the website 
 
RESOLVED that the RFO is working through the internal audit report to rectify the financial 
controls/processes raised by the internal auditor as being non existent 
 

491.1 RESOLVED to authorise the Chairman to sign sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Return for Y/E 31st

 March 2024 
 

491.2 There was received the Notification of Public Rights & Unaudited Annual Governance &
 Accountability Return for Y/E 31st March 2024 
 

492 Budget Review 
 To review the budget and the need to cut spending 
 
RESOLVED that the Council needs to cut spending as the bank account is in a dire state 
RESOLVED that the budget of £250 for the Chairmans allowance be vired to a budget to purchase a 
new laptop 
 
RESOLVED that further discussions to be held regarding the flower beds being planted up with hardy 
shrubs 
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RESOLVED that the council could possibly introduce ‘sponsor a pot’ where the local businesses plant 
a tub and advertise their name on it 
 
RESOLVED that a suggestion that the donation to APPC be reduced was turned down 

493 RFO Report 
To note the RFOs report was received and noted 
 
 

 















































Smaller authority name:       ARTHURET PARISH COUNCIL 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION 
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & 

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024 
 

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27  
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

NOTICE NOTES 

 
 
1. Date of announcement        Tuesday 25 June 2024 

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 
needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by Smaller Authorities’ Audit 
Appointments Ltd.  The unaudited AGAR has been published with this notice. As it has yet to 
be reviewed by the appointed auditor, it is subject to change as a result of that review.  
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounting records for 
the financial year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, 
receipts and other documents relating to those records must be made available for inspection 
by any person interested. For the year ended 31 March 2024, these documents will be available 
on reasonable notice by application to: 
 

(b)  TINA ROBINSON – RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER (RFO) 
 9 ESK STREET, LONGTOWN CA6 5PU 
 TEL : 01228 791739              EMAIL : apc791739@gmail.com 
 
commencing on        Wednesday 26 June 2024  
 
 
and ending on           Tuesday 6 August 2024   
 
 

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have: 
 

• The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and 

• The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the appointed 
auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to the court for a declaration that 
an item of account is unlawful. Written notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor 
and a copy sent to the smaller authority. 
 

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose 
between the above dates only. 
 

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the 
provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 
2015 and the NAO’s Code of Audit Practice 2015.  The appointed auditor is: 

Moore (Ref AP/HD)                                    
Rutland House  
Minerva Business Park  
Lynch Wood  
Peterborough 
PE2 6PZ 

 
 

5. This announcement is made by Tina Robinson – RFO 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS 

 
Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local 
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities. 
 
The basic position 
 
By law, any interested person has the right to inspect the accounting records of smaller authorities. If 
you are a local government elector or registered to vote in the local councils’ elections, then you are 
able to ask questions about the accounts and object to them.  

The right to inspect the accounting records 
 
When your council has finalised its accounts for the previous financial year, they must advertise that 
they are available for people to inspect. You must then provide the council with reasonable notice of 
your intentions. Following this, by arrangement you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make 
copies of the accounting records and supporting documents. You may be required to pay a copying 
charge.  
 
The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records 
 
If you have any questions regarding the accounting records, you should first ask your smaller authority. 
This must be done during the 30-day period for the exercise of public rights. You may also ask the 
appointed auditor questions about an item in the accounting records. However, the auditor can only 
answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why’ questions so is limited with their response. To avoid any confusion, 
it is advised that you put your questions in writing.  

The right to make objections 
 
Should you view something as unlawful or believe there are matters of wider concern in the accounts, 
you may wish to object. If you are a local government elector, you have the right to ask the external 
auditor to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item is contrary to the law and should be reported 
as a matter of public interest. This must be done by telling the appointed auditor which specific item in 
the accounts you object to and why you believe it to be unlawful or think a public interest report should 
be made about it. You must provide clear evidence to support your objection, and this should be done 
in writing and the copied to the council. 
 
You should not use the ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller 
authority. Complaints of this nature should be taken to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law 
Centre or to your solicitor.  
 
A final word 
 
Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions and objections.  In 
deciding whether to take your objection forward, the auditor must consider the cost that will be involved. 
They will only continue with the objection if it is in the public interest to do so. If you appeal to the courts 
against an auditor’s decision, you may have to pay for the action yourself. 
 

 

 


