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ARTHURET PARISH COUNCIL 
 
You are summoned to an Extra Ordinary meeƟng of Arthuret Parish Council on the 24th June 2024 at 7pm at 
Longtown Community Centre   
 
Nicola Rushworth – Parish Clerk 19th June 2024 
Council Rooms 
9 Esk Street 
Longtown  CA6 5PU Nicola Rushwoԫh  
Tel 01228 791739 
apc791739@gmail.com 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. To receive apologies and record reason for absence 
 

2. DeclaraƟon of Interest – to receive declaraƟon by councillors in relaƟon to agenda items 
 

3. Public ParƟcipaƟon - To receive representaƟon from members of the public on issues relaƟng to the parish. 
Members of the public are permiƩed to speak for up to 15 minutes and are not permiƩed to speak at any 
other Ɵme during the meeƟng unless invited to by the chairman 
 

4. Policy AdopƟon & Review – To review and agree the Financial RegulaƟons (circulated) 
 

5. Insurance Documents - To review and agree Insurance documents from Zurich (circulated) 
 

6. Fixed Asset Register - To review and agree the Fixed Asset Register (to be circulated prior to meeƟng) 
 

7. Financial MaƩers 
 

7.11 Bank reconciliaƟon to 24th May 2024 – to receive a Report from the Clerk (copy herewith) 
 

7.12 Financial transacƟons to 24th May 2024 – to receive a Report from the Clerk (copy herewith) 
 

7.13 Expenditure to approve – to approve the expenditure detailed (schedule of payments herewith) 
 

7.14 Internal Audit Report – to receive the internal audit report and consider what acƟon to take (copy 
herewith) 

 
7.15 AGAR & NoƟce of public rights 2023/2024 

 
1. To consider the approval of the Annual Governance Statement for year ending 31st March 2024 
2. To consider the approval of the Statement of Accounts for year ending 31st March 2024 
3. To authorise the Chairman to sign secƟons 1 and 2 of the Annual Return for year ending 31st 

March 2024 
4. To receive noƟficaƟon of Public Rights & PublicaƟon of Unaudited Annual Governance & 

Accountability Return for year ending 31st March 2024 as Wednesday 26th June 2024 to Tuesday 
6th August 2024 

(copy of AGAR, Accounts and NoƟce of Public Rights herewith) 
 

8. Budget Review - To review the budget and projected year end balances for 31st March 2025 and consider 
whether any savings can be made and whether budget cosƟngs are realisƟc. (copy herewith) 
 

9. RFO report – to consider a report by the Clerk (to follow) 















































Smaller authority name:       ARTHURET PARISH COUNCIL 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION 
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & 

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024 
 

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27  
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

NOTICE NOTES 

 
 
1. Date of announcement        Tuesday 25 June 2024 

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 
needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by Smaller Authorities’ Audit 
Appointments Ltd.  The unaudited AGAR has been published with this notice. As it has yet to 
be reviewed by the appointed auditor, it is subject to change as a result of that review.  
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounting records for 
the financial year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, 
receipts and other documents relating to those records must be made available for inspection 
by any person interested. For the year ended 31 March 2024, these documents will be available 
on reasonable notice by application to: 
 

(b)  TINA ROBINSON – RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER (RFO) 
 9 ESK STREET, LONGTOWN CA6 5PU 
 TEL : 01228 791739              EMAIL : apc791739@gmail.com 
 
commencing on        Wednesday 26 June 2024  
 
 
and ending on           Tuesday 6 August 2024   
 
 

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have: 
 

• The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and 

• The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the appointed 
auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to the court for a declaration that 
an item of account is unlawful. Written notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor 
and a copy sent to the smaller authority. 
 

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose 
between the above dates only. 
 

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the 
provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 
2015 and the NAO’s Code of Audit Practice 2015.  The appointed auditor is: 

Moore (Ref AP/HD)                                    
Rutland House  
Minerva Business Park  
Lynch Wood  
Peterborough 
PE2 6PZ 

 
 

5. This announcement is made by Tina Robinson – RFO 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS 

 
Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local 
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities. 
 
The basic position 
 
By law, any interested person has the right to inspect the accounting records of smaller authorities. If 
you are a local government elector or registered to vote in the local councils’ elections, then you are 
able to ask questions about the accounts and object to them.  

The right to inspect the accounting records 
 
When your council has finalised its accounts for the previous financial year, they must advertise that 
they are available for people to inspect. You must then provide the council with reasonable notice of 
your intentions. Following this, by arrangement you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make 
copies of the accounting records and supporting documents. You may be required to pay a copying 
charge.  
 
The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records 
 
If you have any questions regarding the accounting records, you should first ask your smaller authority. 
This must be done during the 30-day period for the exercise of public rights. You may also ask the 
appointed auditor questions about an item in the accounting records. However, the auditor can only 
answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why’ questions so is limited with their response. To avoid any confusion, 
it is advised that you put your questions in writing.  

The right to make objections 
 
Should you view something as unlawful or believe there are matters of wider concern in the accounts, 
you may wish to object. If you are a local government elector, you have the right to ask the external 
auditor to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item is contrary to the law and should be reported 
as a matter of public interest. This must be done by telling the appointed auditor which specific item in 
the accounts you object to and why you believe it to be unlawful or think a public interest report should 
be made about it. You must provide clear evidence to support your objection, and this should be done 
in writing and the copied to the council. 
 
You should not use the ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller 
authority. Complaints of this nature should be taken to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law 
Centre or to your solicitor.  
 
A final word 
 
Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions and objections.  In 
deciding whether to take your objection forward, the auditor must consider the cost that will be involved. 
They will only continue with the objection if it is in the public interest to do so. If you appeal to the courts 
against an auditor’s decision, you may have to pay for the action yourself. 
 

 

 



Arthuret Parish Council

Projected Bank Balance for Year end 31st March 2025

Members to review the current budget and consider where any savings could be made

68250.03 Bank balance at 24.5.24

Less any allocated balances - Councillor Gunson to confirm allotment balance

Less 5,571.72 Balance on comm pot fund received for 24/25

Less 789.60 Balance on comm pot from 23/24

Less 2,941.30 Allotment balance per budget - should be earmarked
Less 230.00 Assumed allotment rent - 3.4.24

58,717.41 Bank balance after earmarked balances removed

Projected income to 31.3.2025

Add 200.00 Bank interest - estimate 
Add 1,100.00 Changing room hire - per budget
Add 1,698.00 VAT to claim - approximate
Add 4,000.00 Insurance claim - approximate
Add 4,000.00 E-on refund - approximate
Add 1,500.00 Deed of easement

71,215.41 Bank balance after projected income added

Projected expenditure to 31.3.2025

DETAIL CALCULATION COMMENT OUTCOME

7,675.00 Clerks gratuity Per KJ To be confirmed

3,726.00 D Beattie 414 x 9 Mr Beattie has intimated he will be requesting a pay increase. Current cost TBC
24.00 KJ work from home per chq 705586

2,010.33 KJ May wage per chq 705587

387.00 KJ annual leave owing approx 4 days

817.62 HMRC per chq 705589

41.68 Changing rooms cleaner per chq 705590

420.00 E Mylenk - June per chq 705591

1,456.23 Glasdon per email Riverside Equipment

20,820.80 Clerk & RFO wages 10 months at minimum hours = £10,410.40 each ARE THESE HOURS REALISITIC

1,940.40 Overtime and pay award Estimated @ £1 per hour (£1214) and 40 overtime hours (£726.40) ARE OVERTIME HOURS REALISITIC

303.00 Prev clerk pay award  April/May estimated at £1 per hour
595.00 council rooms cleaner Per Budget Who cleans the office? What is the hourly rate? What does the cleaners contract cover?

3,432.68 Zurich Insurance per email

250.00 Chairmans allowance per budget CAN THIS BE SCRAPPED FOR THIS YEAR
175.00 Internal audit per Invoice received

315.00 External audit per current fees
650.00 Website June to March - £65 x 10
500.00 Office admin per budget

3,645.00 Changing room overheads £895 rates, water £600, cleaner 950 (per budget) & £1200 Does cleaners wages need to be looked at as under min wage

1,000.00 Council rooms overheads per budget

186.00 Allotment subs Per Budget Is this payment made from earmarked allotment funds?

457.70 CALC subs Actual outstanding

1,000.00 General repairs per budget What does this cover?

400.00 Training per budget

100.00 Mileage claims per budget

3,000.00 APCC grant - per budget per budget REDUCTION NEEDS TO BE CONSIDERED
300.00 ROSPA inspections  last year £272.50
150.00 Shrubberies and hedges perr budget

2,500.00 Flowerbed contract per agreed contract

1,600.00 Trees Contract per agreed contract

2,380.00 Grass cutting contract per agreed contract What areas does this contract cover

50.00 BMX track maintenance per budget

2,000.00 Christmas lights per budget assumed installation & removal on lamp columns

1,300.00 Parish fields - lochinvar per agreed contract

600.00 Parish fields - Old road per agreed contract

1,800.00 Bedding plants per budget CAN THIS BE REDUCED/ HOW ARE THESE PURCHASED
484.25 Room hire per Invoice received

201.50 Room hire Estimated from 1.4.24 to 31.8.24 (15.5hrs @ £13 p/hr)

HMRC Still to confirm any monies owing

Nest Still to confirm any monies owing

2,521.22 Projected Balance at 31.3.25 THIS IS UNSUSTAINABLE

MEMBERS TO NOTE THE FOLLOWING

General reserves should be 50% of the precept per the external auditor & accounts regulations

MEMBERS TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING

If solar powered tree lights are required could this come from the community pot?

Christmas Party - This will also have to come from the community pot or a grant

A new laptop is required - where can savings be made for this?


